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Burden o f aiding
WASHINGTON (AP)—The cost of helping disabled Americans 

has become a massive but mostly invisible hemorrhage of dollars 
from the pockets of the nation’s taxpayers, workers and businesses.

From Social Security disability insurance to federal Civil 
Service pensions, the burden of providing for those who cannot work 
is growing, with no end in sight.

The problem has largely been hidden by concern over the 
stability of the whole Social Security system and of private pension 
plans—much like an infection in a patient who hurts so much from 
another disease that he doesn’t notice the second debilitating 
illness.

Experts say there are no simple explanations for the soaring 
costs of disability nor any easy means to halt the rise.

The most visible cost is the disability insurance program run by 
the Social Security Administration. Its checks to 2.8 million 
Americans will total an estimated $11.6 billion this year.

The cost is expected to be $26 billion by 1983, when an estimated 
3.5 milion people will be drawing benefits.

The exploding costs of this program have depleted the trust

Her key to learning  
is in cable television

By BEN DE FOREST 
Associated Press Writer

BUFFALO, N.Y.—Karen Nadrich, 
13, does her homework sitting in front of 
her family’s television set. But unlike 
most kids who keep one eye on the TV 
and one on the books, her whole lear
ning program is communicating with 
the TV.

With a special keyboard on her lap, 
the television asks her questions and 
she answers. When she answers right, 
she gets reinforcement. When she’s 
wrong, the screen flashes the words: 
“Your answer is wrong, Karen. Try 
again.”

Karen, who suffers from a crippling 
back ailment, is one of 150 youngsters in 
suburban Amherst in a pilot program of 
instruction via cable television and 
computerized lessons. The three-year- 
old program, funded by the state, 
allows mentally and physically 
disabled children to learn at home, in 
connection with counselling by 
teachers.

Karen was confined to her home 
following surgery.

“She was completely bored,” her 
mother said. Then the family heard 
about the TV instruction, called Tel- 
Catch, and Karen now spends about 
three hours a day learning on the 
computer.

During one recent study session, the 
screen asked:

“What is the longest part of the 
alimentary canal (digestive tract): a- 
the esophagus, b-the stomach, c-the 
small intestine, or d-the large in
testine? She picked “a.”

“Your answer is wrong, Karen. Try 
again.”

She then correctly picked “c ” , the 
small intestine. The TV set told her she 
was correct, then went on to another 
question.

When children get tired of questions, 
they can switch to a game of electronic 
tic-tac-toe. Another favorite game is 
trying to land a rocket on the moon.

The program involves more than 
children and computers. It includes 
teachers, who vary the amount of time 
they spend with each child, and 
parents, who can work with their 
youngsters.

“As far as we’re concerned, we think 
it’s very advantageous.” said Mrs. 
Stanley Nadrich. “It is stimulating and 
Karen can keep up with her studies. She 
can do it at home and go at her own 
pace.”

At Gateway, a home for emotionally 
disturbed youngsters, about 60 children 
have access to four television sets for 
Tel-Catch instruction.

“It’s fun,” says a youngster named 
John. “I like to practice on the 
television because you’re challenging 
your skills against the computer. It’s 
the human against the computer.”

A girl, working a multiplication 
problem on a TV screen, says the 
program helps her practice what she 
already has learned in class.

John Kreisha. assistant principal at 
Gateway, says the television program 
is fine for drill. “It is not a teaching tool 
per se. It is mainly forceful in rein
forcing concepts.”

Barbara Bonfiglio, a teacher at

Gateway, says the computer can often 
strike a rapport with a youngster that a 
human can’t. “They would rather have 
a machine tell them what is right or 
wrong than for me to tell them.”

The Tel-Catch project was launched 
in 1974 when the U.S. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare allotted 
$900,000 to start the project and run it 
for two years.

The program was managed by the 
state education department’s Office for 
Education of Children with Han
dicapping Conditions. Amherst was 
chosen as the site for the project 
because it had a well-developed cable 
television service.

After two years, HEW withdrew from 
the program, and the state took over 
the financing. For the 1976-77 fiscal 
year, the state budgeted $109,000 for the 
program.

Since 1976, the United Cerebral Palsy 
Association of Western New York has 
been managing the project.

The only equipment needed is a 
television set, cable TV service and a 
telephone. Tel-Catch provides a 
keyboard and a coupling device to link 
it with the telephone.

International Cable, which provides 
the cable TV service in Amherst, has 
made seven of its unused channels 
available for the program. A channel 
can be used by only one child at a time, 
but the service is available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. So, if a 
youngster wants to get up at 6 a.m. and 
do some lessons, he can.

The lessons, developed by Hewlett- 
Packard and the Palo Alto, Calif., 
school district, are stored in computers 
in a school in suburban Kenmore. In 
addition to providing questions and 
answers for various grade levels and 
subjects, the computers keep a record 
of each child’s work. The records show 
what material the child works with, for 
how long and how well he did with the 
questions.

Tel-Catch hopes it soon will be able to 
expand to include all of Buffalo and 
eventually some other suburban 
communities.

An organization called Lefthanders, 
International, of Topeka, Kan., named 
former President Ford as their “Lef
thander of the Year” for 1977.
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Fairbanks, Alaska
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By courtesy o f the Bentley Mall:

LIBERTY WORLD CITIES. LTD.
Offers you the opportunity to view unique cultured 
marble engravings on display in the corridor of the 
Bentley Mall.

Collage arrangements of Alaskan cities etched into cultured marble — Fair
banks, Nome, Juneau &  Anchorage. Also, the Iditarod Trail Race. Limited edi
tion, copyrighted.

Also on Display
Bill Devine Prints

Monday & Tuesday, Decem ber 19 &■ 20

A vailable in 
Anchorage through 

STEPHAN FINE ARTS 
440 West Third

Box Q
College, Alaska 99708 
(907) 479-6986 J

Social Security tax hike 
review hinted by Ullman

WASHINGTON (AP)—The stiffest tax increases 
mandated by the recently passed legislation to bail 
out the Social Security system may never affect 
young workers, the bill’s key handler is hinting.

Rep. Al Ullman, D-Ore., noting slipping 
Democratic support last week as the compromise 
bill neared a final vote, said Thursday he intends to 
push for a review of tax increases before their full 
effect is felt.

Ullman, chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, told his worried colleagues just before 
the final vote on the bill that they should return to 
their districts and tell younger working con
stituents “that the chairman of the committee on 
ways and means has assured them publicly that he 
will move as expeditiously as possible, certainly 
within the next five-year time frame, toward 
adopting a new revenue mechanism whereby we 
can back off from these major increases.”

Ullman was politicking with his House colleagues 
because he had seen Democratic support failing 
badly after an easy 275-146 victory for the initial 
version of the bill in October.

Ullman’s move had its designed effect, but not 
before the bill’s supporters felt their palms go 
sweaty.

As the tally board began lighting for the final 
vote, a clear margin was slow to develop, with the

bill’s final passage cleared by only 26 votes, 189-163.
Some support for the legislatDn drained away 

between October and last week as young voters 
began realizing they would be htrdest hit by the 
proposed schedule of tax increajes, effective in 
stages over the next decade.

The added tax would climb to an ixtra $130 a year 
by 1987. That figure applies to the tverage worker, 
now considered making $10,000 a y?ar. The figure, 
given allowances for inflation, woud be $18,600 by 
1987.

The bill would raise an additional 5227 billion for 
Social Security in the next 10 years b) boosting both 
tax rates and the maximum wage base above those 
provided in an earlier law, which its lf  called for 
some increases. The biggest new boo;ts, however, 
would come toward the end of the pericd.

For 1978, an election year the neaness of which 
was seen as the reason for slippage >f Democrat 
support for the new law, there woud be no in
creases beyond those already called fot

In 1979, the average worker would pay only $9 
more than he would if the new bill, now »n its way to 
President Carter’s desk, had not passed

For a worker at the taxable maximim, the in
crease would be $260 in 1979 and $1,034 inl987.

disabled grows
fund set aside for it. This pending bankruptcy is one of the principal 
reasons Congress raised Social Security taxes and allotted more of 
the revenues to disability programs. Without congressional action, 
the trust fund would have gone broke late next year.

The disability insurance program suffers from many problems: 
inequities, arbitrary rulings and molasses-slow administrative 
processes.

But factors outside the program, such as the nation’s economy 
and a greater willingness to apply for all the benefits that one can 
get, are apparently also at work on this and other disability 
programs.

More and more companies are offering some type of disability 
protection to their workers. A Conference Board study found 74 
percent of the companies surveyed had long-term disability in
surance for at least managerial employees. In a 1975 Bankers Trust 
study, 80 percent of the pension plans surveyed included disability 
retirement provisions.

Industry experts say more disability claims are being filed and 
people are drawing benefits longer.

This shift has cost private insurance companies that write 
disability insurance policies millions of dollars in recent years. By 
one industry estimate, companies lost $100 million on disability 
policies for individuals in 1974 and 1975.

Other than Social Security, the disabled cost the federal 
government billions in other ways. There are veterans’ pensions 
based on disability, some veterans’ medical costs and disability 
benefits for federal workers, including Civil Service disability 
pensions.

By one estimate, the overall cost of taking care of the disabled 
in 1975 was $114 billion. That was more than double the money spent 
on disability by government and private firms five years before.

This estimate, by Monroe Berkowitz and Jeffery Rubin of 
Rutgers University, includes medical costs of about $65 billion.

The researchers said the costs of disability could be $219 billion 
in 1980 if the rate of increase between 1970 and 1975 does not slow.

Most Alaskans care about Alaska's 
lands. They love the wilderness and 
want to live near it. They also realize 
that living here means they have to be 
able to "make a living." They realize 
that the continued careful development 
of the State's vast resources means a 
healthy economy, more jobs and a 
better future for all Alaskans.

That's why so many Alaskans are 
concerned about the D-2 lands issue. 
Under present legislative proposals, 
Congress could effectively lock up more 
than 40% of Alaska's land from any 
kind of resource development.

What most Alaskans don't know is 
that Alaska's taxing policies could lock 
up the land just as well. Harsh and

discriminatory taxes are a clear signal 
to potential investors that Alaska may 
not be a good place to do business.

Naturally, the petroleum industry 
is interested in developing Alaska's oil 
and gas resources. And Alaska has 
enormous resource potential — not 
only in oil and gas, but also in the form 
of coal, uranium, metals, hydroelectric 
power, fisheries and timber. The list 
goes on and on.

Nevertheless, many investors are 
becoming increasingly wary of Alaska. 
And for good cause.

When the petroleum industry came 
to Alaska, the ground rules and tax 
policy were clear. Since then the rules 
have changed — and changed — and 
changed. Oil and gas taxes have been

increased 1 Z times since the rrudhoe 
Bay held was discovered. As they now 
stand, they will generate enormous 
revenue surpluses in the years to come. 
In fiscal 1978 under existing tax laws, 
our industry will pay about $570 million 
to the State in taxes and royalties. And 
now the Legislature is considering 
another tax increase just for the oil and 
gas industry.

Alaskan business and labor are both 
concerned about this. You will be too 
when you think about it.

If you're concerned about jobs, the 
economy and the future of Alaska, 
make your feelings known to your 
elected officials. You hold the key to 
Alaska's future.

D -2 "  isn't the only way
to lock up

Alaskafe land.

A laska O il & Gas A ssociation
f  05 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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